
Economics 2110:  
Introductory Microeconomic Principles  

Clemson University  
 
Instructor: Michael Makowsky, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics 
Office: Sirrine 220D 
Phone: 656.3142 
Email: mdmakow@clemson.edu 
Website: www.michaelmakowsky.com 
  
Office hours:  Wednesday 1:15pm to 2:15pm , and by appointment (preferred) 

 
Course Objectives: 
 
The lectures and readings in this course will familiarize students with the fundamentals of 
economics, economic theory, and the economic way of thinking. We will spend a lot of 
time developing an understanding of production and price formation in a free market.  
We will discuss various market institutions such as the firm, advertising, profits and 
losses, futures speculation, and property rights, focusing on their role in the coordination 
of economic life. The meaning of life will be solved, time permitting.  
 
Texts: 
 
Cowen and Tabarrok: Modern Principles of Microeconomics, (Worth Publishers) ISBN-
10: 1-4292-7841-2 
 
Homework:  
 
All Homework will be completed at the Launchpad website. You must register at the 
website. An access code that comes with the book allows for free registration or you can 
purchase an access code separately. Note: The purchase includes access to the textbook 
through Launchpad, so you can read the book on your computer or tablet, as a substitute 
for the book. Here is the link for this semester’s course: 
 
http://www.macmillanhighered.com/launchpad/cowentabarrokmicro3e/6161988 
 
 
Grade Criteria and Policy: 

 
Homework:             20 % 
Midterm Exam:       35% 
Final:                       45% 

These percentages are non-negotiable, barring extreme circumstances.  
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Tentative Dates (dates may be subject to change) 
Midterm: October 11th 
Homework Due: September 15th, October 6th, October 27th, and November 21st-ish 
Final Exam: Thursday December 14th, 3 – 5:30pm 

Final course grades will be assigned on the following: 

90 - 100                 A 
80 - <90                 B 
70 - <80                 C 
60 - <70                 D 
<60                         F 
 
There will be no extra credit. No, I mean it. Seriously.  
 
A note regarding questions (and whining): 
 
I am more than willing to answer any questions after an exam. I am also willing to 
indulge a certain amount of whining about your grade. But, you must afford me 24 hours 
after an exam/assignment has been returned if you expect any help or sympathy. The 
typical marathon of grading that precedes a returned exam leaves me in a less than 
generous demeanor. It is best to let this time pass. 
 
Course outline (Approximate):  
 
Chapter 1 
Chapters 3-8  
Chapters 2 and 9 
Midterm Exam 
Chapters 10 – 16 
Chapters 18, 22, and 23 
Chapters 19 - 21 
Final Exam 
 
 
Standard Syllabus Stuff  
 

Attendance: Attendance is not required. I may introduce a voluntary sign-in sheet 
after a) the course withdrawal deadline, or b) the midterm. In such cases attendance 
would be taken into account for students with borderline grades (round up or down) 
or if any sort of academic adjudication is required.  

Flu: Students should not attend classes or other university events from the onset of 
flu-like symptoms until at least 24 hours after the fever subsides without the use of 
fever reducing medications. Such absences will be considered excused absences; 
however, students are responsible for the material covered during the period of their 
absence 



Students with Disabilities:  In accordance with university policy, if you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this 
course, please contact me at the beginning of the semester and when given an 
assignment for which an accommodation is required.  Students with disabilities must 
verify their eligibility through the Office of Student Disability Services  

Course Withdrawal:  Please note that the last day to drop the class is Tuesday, 
September 1st. Withdrawal after that date will require an assignment of a letter grade 
for the course. 

Academic Integrity: All students are expected to abide by Clemson University’s 
policy on academic integrity.  The policy is available online: 
http://www.clemson.edu/academics/integrity/.  I will pursue the maximum allowable 
penalty for any violation of academic honesty or integrity. 

If you miss a Homework assignment with a legitimate excuse, your HW grade 
will be composed of your other assignments – there will not be HW makeup.  

 Launchpad Homework Signup 
Go to http://www.macmillanhighered.com/launchpad/cowentabarrokmicro3e/6161988 
Bookmark the page to make it easy to return to (although note the URL will look different 
due to security measures). 
Enroll in this course using one of the following options: 
If you have an access code, select "I have a student access code", enter the code 
exactly as it appears on the card, and click Submit. 
If you don't have an access code, either purchase a text package that includes one OR 
click "I want to purchase access" and follow the instructions. 
If you need to start working but can't purchase right away, select "I want temporary 
access" and follow the instructions. Please note: Your grades are linked to your 
Launchpad account username (email address). If you use temporary access, make sure 
you purchase or register your code using the same email address for your paid access. 
If you have problems registering, purchasing, or logging in, please contact Customer 
Support. 
You can reach a representative 7 days a week: 

• through the online form 
• by chat 
• by phone at (800) 936-6899 
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